ATTACHMENTS— PUBLIC COMMENTS

Copiesof the letters submitted as part of the public comment period during the January
10, 2001 Executive and Advisory Committee M eeting are provided below.
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Trans-Lake Washimgton Committes
Public Mesting
Wednesday, January 10, 2{HK]

T Committee Members

As you know, lnst June the Cascadia Project ot Discovery hosted 3 520 foram that featured o presentation on
underwiaber rnsporaion funnels, in particular, the design technigues of the Sweden Denmark Oresund
BrdgeTunmel Project. Also featwred were toll financing and u:nl.'hn.ul:l:riizn o Ehe Oindaria I-Iig_hwa:r 407 pmjl,-.ﬂ. As
v consader oplens for the 520 comudor, we request that vou comsicer several points made a1 that Forum.
Specilically:

& Advances inwbe and wnneling conumction and design bave made propects mose affondable, particulardy if they
combilne separaie highway and transil (busirail) wbes which helps leverage funding and enhances safety.

o  Tunmeling provides the most comglete neighborhood and environmental mitgatsen
in terms of salmon recovery, noise pollutson and surfsce water namodf.

o Whils tunnels may be more expensive in initial constraction than bridges, they can a longer life expentascy (30
IOk wears ) and can have lower mainlenance cosis than bridges.

*  There are aliernative amp designs that can ensure conneciions e -3 and [-403,

#  Agdvanced geotechnical work on the Lake Washingion shore bodtom is necessary Wy inveshigale engimeerng and
envirommenial issues,

=  “High Cecupancy Toll” lanes nanmning parallel fo “free” general purpose lanes can provide people with 4 choice
hetween time and money, They may be a good option for 52000F they are also wsed in other highway expansion
initintives such as on [-403, 1-5, 5B 990 Alsska Way Vinduct, eic

= The “510 cormidor™ extends beyond the ingersection of 1-5 in Seattle and should be coordinsted with high
capacity transit access to the Seartle Censer, thus resolving the “Mercer Mess™, as well as being coordinated
with any fuwiure Aloska Way and 1-5 improvemenis, The coordinabed Trans-Lake Commitee and 1-405 siudy
imtiative is o pood example

= Fimally, several forem amtendees suggested that a visit o the Scanclinaann region o view first hand the
corstrectiiom and financing hnuhnquzx emmplovid m o tanmeld and I'u'idp-. development woabkl be I'|=I|1l'|..|l. Miorway,
Tor instanoe, has also pioneered “submerged suspended uneels™ 1o cross deep Hords, T should be nited that the
Circater Seattle Chasmber plans o visil Siockhodm, Sweden later thas spring.  Dascovery Insutute would be happy
o eapliore the feasibility of sending a Puget Sound delegation along oo vasil these peogects.

Bruce .I'i.j_nw.'

Cascalia Progect Dinecior

Simcerely
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The configuracion wltimately adepted for the 5R-520 corrider
will have a profound influsnce on transportation practices
theoughout the region, and the eavironmental impacts of the
various configurations considered should be analyzed broadly

and choroughly.

The TransLake EIf should evaluate, under sach Translake
configuration considered. by each mode of travel included
in that configuration, and for the aggregate sum of all

modes in chat configuratiom:

I. Hoise impact
A. during constructian
B. from operaticn of newly constructed lanes
C. from resulting increase of traffic on city streets
l. arterials

2. residential screacs

IT. Air qualicy impact

A. Local effects, with emphasis on health impacts, and
assessment of the risk that EPA will find the reglion
out of attainment with the federal Clean Air Act
1. carbon monoxide
2. ozone
3. nitrogen oxides
4. hydrocarbons
5. particulates

B. Global effect of carbon dioxide, with particular
reference to international efforts (KyoLo protocols)
to reduce emigsions of greenhouse gases, describing
expected effects of the rising concentration of those
gages, including global warming and the resulting
1. g=a level rise
2., diminished mountain snowpack

C. Pro rata share of pollution elsewhere in the world
{from extracting., shipping, and refining petraleum)

dertermined as a function of regional conswmption of
petroleum products estimated under sach configuration
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ITII. Water gualibty impact
A. Road and street runoff
1. oil and grease
7. heavy metals
B. Pro rata share of pellution elsewhere in the world
{from extracting, shipping. and refining petroleum}
determined as a function of regicnal consumption of
petroleum products estimated under each configuration
I'V. Strest impact -- congestion and safecy
A. Traffie volume and travel times on city SCreets
1. arterials
2. residential streets
B. Accldent rate
1. pedestrians
2. bicycliste
3. wehicles
v, cocial and financial impact

A. State government budget, for censtruction and operation

B. Loeal government budgetr, to accommodate poesible increase
in traffic voluma Erom SR 520

1. affect of diversion of public funds toO chis purpose.
including which budget Sectors are expected to be
adversely affected and by how much

2. tax burden

. Mobility of that segment of the population dependent
on public transportation

Al Rasmuussern

3 January 2001
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lamiisry , 3061

Trams-Lake Executive Comiminss

oo Washangion Siate Depariment of Transporaiion
CHTice af Litsan Mokality

00 ¥ gvenie Soutl, Sl W00

Seatile. Washinguon Y8104

Dear Teans-Lake Excontive Compmiies

W sere plesasedl 1o hear that the Trams-Lake Project is mmang much mone apdhe than nas eonginally predicied.
Hﬂ'?-'ﬂ'ﬂ-.“m\'ﬁ'} concened abaul B lisd ol sllemabnees thal the Exesutne Commitiee selected o be inchuded
in the second-kevel soresning peocess. Specufically, we are concersed 1Byl whils the option of sddimg one HOY lane
in zach direction was inchded in dhe list of aliemaerves, 1 propecal o inchade sne general-purpose Ene in eeh
darection nas mrrowly deficated. The (oot that careful evalsation of the merits of each of these (s nat Being included
Tor comgarative purpasss id of grenl concem ooy, Withmn gach of these components being included for farther
evaluanion we doubt 9 can be determined wiach is ihe e conl-ElMecinee ar clacient way fo merve pooplke and
ponds throughout the regon.

Wit do madorsizmd that one melti-modal aliemacive being reviewed includes & geneml-parpos ane and an B0V
lang in each directson, amd we suppori this opiion being mciuded for evaluamen Hewever, becanse the lisg of
asggesiod allematned appean o ignone pencral-purpose capacne improvemen| 2 o stand-alone nlismae lor
sy, we fear than once a linal alignestive is sebected the resull willl ke based on poor reseanch and will eherefore be
less likedy 10 receve poble suppen

For o number of veaes, our ofganistion ki e achocting for loag-term comprebensive solutions to our
wmrepomalion problams Savalarly. we fel that o ender b creune public suppon. revenues muss be spent an those
panpecis hnl sre mos cost-efTectine and mee the grealea nead.  Albough the curment lisi may inclode the aliemaine
thai is ultimately selecied, we wall heve dalTienlry building public sppon o the finad peoject iF i is not readils
apparcnd ikl all vable aliermabyves have been carefially considered and evalumed on Bseir meris

This regiom w= moving in the direcison of malti-modd solumons. wiick by defimition inghule general-parpos:
capacily. This Git = ofien ignored and we strongly feel that progecy decisions need ia be omide o o negsosl
andiof cormidar perpadive withoot assuming that one size s all. We s be comsnined w selving oo prallems
im the most cost-effecinve and efficiess manner. In somw cories, this will call for increased genem| parpose copaciny
and i others it will mesn other mndes, such o s, BOY. van pool. mil. bicyckes or any mumber of ciber optuons.
Homever, such am amalyses conmor be made Fron the ka of alersstves that are currenthy included for seocad-level
SETEEnIng.

Wio nespecifully reqeest hat the Executive Commenee members revisil e list of aliermainves 1o be inchaded in the
Trans-Lake EIS. Furnhermore, we hope the commsmes will sdd aliersailives thal include crzation of one andéor two
R -purposs capacity lames in ench direction. [f this is not done, we doubil s pablic will support fanding the
final pregosal solution.

Thank veu in sbvancs for vour consideration of this maiter. We look forward 10 working with vou in the Fotun:

Baob Wamn
President & CED President & CEQ
Liremer Seamle Chamber of Comimeres Bellevue Clamber of Commerce
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SEATTLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL FEDERATION

January ¥, 2001

Sound Transst Board of Mirectors Seartle Mavor and City Coaneil
401 Souath backsom G0 Fruarth Aviemise
Seattle. WA 98104 Seatle WA 98)04

To Sound Transit and the City of Seattle:

The Scattle Community Council Federation has bong and emphatically supported transit
a5 the highest prionity for wie of the 1290 bradee,  For this reason, the Federation is
concerned that the Sound Transit Regional Express Mercer Island Project is considering
an altermative that would expand from the curment eighit to a total of ten the auiomahile
lanes on the [-80 bridge. Our concerns are as follows:

(1} The 1976 memorandum of understanding that supported construction of the 1-90
bridge specified that the facility would “accommadate ao more than eight motor vehicle
lanes.” and that continued access of Mercer Island single sccupancy vehicle drivers to the
center lanes was bowest in priorty. Mow WEDOT and Sound Transit are propasine to
brench the agrecment’s restnction on lanes bui to maintain the unesual access of Mercer
lsland drivers to the center lanes. The agencies’ analyvees show that this alternative wiuld
cause additional maffic collisions hecause of the elimination of the shoulders, which were
originally sold as being essential for safety.  The agencies are ignoring the position of the
Federal Highway Administration, which is that the expansion allermative should nod even
he in the final scone hecanse of its serious safety and environmental problems

(2} Any increase in the number of 180 hridge lancs must be examined omily a= part of an
environmental impact statement (E15). According to WSDOT and Sound Transit’s own
figures. expanding the 1-90 hridge to ten lanes would bring an additional 10-15 per cent
mare motor vehicle raffic, most of it single occupancy vehicles; vet these agencies are
clasming that the result will be “nao significant impact.” They need 1o acknowledpe that
such sdditions in traffic will bring more air pollution, water pollution, single occupancy
vehicle traffic on city streets, and damage to the bicycle/pedestrian path. Sound Transit
and WSDIOT are preparing only an environmental assessment. which in federal law is the
equivalent of a SEPA checklist and does not meet federal FIS requirements for o
technical process for scoping and alternatives development. The process they propose
will lack the puhlic and imMergovernmentn] checks and halances that apply to s draft and
final E15.

2511 W. Heftlaks FL. E., Ssatcle, WAk SE1513

Trans-Lake Washington Project Page 6
[Committee Type] Committee
[Date] Meeting Summary



(3) Any exploration of increasing the number of lanes on the 1-90 bridge should be
conducted only as a part of the Trans Lake Washington study and its associated EIS. The
Trans Lake Washington study was named and designed specifically to examine SR320
and [-90 as a whole. 1t is inappropriate for the 1-90 lane study to be moving ahead
separately with limited environmental analysis and inadequate public process (much of it
conducted on Mercer Island). MNow that the Trans Lake Washington study has been
speeded up and the Mercer Island Project has been slowed down, the two should be
consolidated. Doing so would avoid needless duplication of analvsis and meetings. and
would give the 1-90 discussion comprehensiveness and public involvement that it now
lacks.

{(4) The I-90 bridge was designed to accommodate light rail and other all-transit
technologies. Opening up the entire area of the bridge now to more automaohile traffic
will jeopardize our future ability to convert some of that space to light rail or to a bus-
only lane. In other parts of the country, proposed transit lines have faced much more
opposition when they would displace existing traffic lanes than when they would not.

The Seattle Community Council Federation strongly supports improved transit access on
the I-90 bridge, but urges that in doing so, Sound Transit not “subsidize the competition™
by increasing the bridge’s single occupancy vehicle traffic. Doing so will anly harm the
environment, reduce safety, and overwhelm city streets on either side of the bridge with
still more traffic.

Sincerely,

Stephen Lunderen
President

CC: Trans Lake Washington Executive Committee
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TO:  Translake Executive, Technical and Advisory Committees 1-10-01

We the undersigned groups believe that Sound Transit is attempting to expedite a
major change to the I-90 corridor without adequate study or public input. We
support the stated goal of the “1-80 Two-Way Transit Operations" project, however,
Sound Transit has lost sight of this goal in promoting a costly and unsafe expansion
of [-90 that goes beyond the purpose and need of the original voter-approved plan to
implement two-way transit in the center lanes of 1-90. Sound Transit's plan i= alao
inconsistent with the 1976 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) governing bridge
operations. We encourage Sound Transit and WSDOT to carry out the existing
MOA, which calls for safe and elfective two-way transit operations.

The objective of any [-90 reconfiguration should be to encourage transit ridership
and move more people, not more cars, without increasing collisions.  Any expansion
of 1-90 should be done under the Trans-Lake Study including a full Enviconmental
Impact Statement process looking at all the alternatives.

Whichever alternative iz ultimately adopted, we want a commitment from Sound
Transit and WSDOT that they will not reduce safety for motorists or degrade the
facilities for bicyclists and pedestrians, and a guarantee of continuous bicycle and
pedestrian access during any and all construction.

Repreasntative Name

Signed: 1000 Friends of Washington = Virginia Gunhy
Bicycle Alliance of Washington =  Barbara Culp
Cascade Bicycle Club =  Chuck Ayers
League of Women Voters of Seattle =  Pat Matteson
Seattle Community Council Federation = Chris Laman
Transportation Choices Coalition = Peter Hurley
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